FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
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         Bob Grems      (845) 876-4001  

         NEW ‘MEMORIAL GARDEN’ AT COUNTY FAIR 

Rhinebeck, NY… In an ongoing effort to beautify the 

fairgrounds and with the additional intent of paying 

tribute to former Board Members, Agricultural Society 

members, and friends of the fair, a new Memorial Garden has 

been designed and constructed in time for the 2009 Dutchess 

County Fair.

The Memorial Garden, located at the base of 4-H hill, 

was designed by John Brady of Brady Co. Distinctive 

Landscaping of Hyde Park. The 3200 square foot garden is 

equipped with uni-lock bricks provided at a discounted rate 

by Williams Lumber of Rhinebeck. All work on the Memorial 

Garden was provided at cost, since the project is meant to 

provide money to the fairgrounds scholarship funds. 

“ In designing the garden, we took the preservation of 

the existing trees into account”, said John Brady. “ Our 

goal was to provide a shaded rest area for the fairgrounds 

visitors to enjoy.”


Individual bricks (6” x 9”) can be purchased for $150 

to honor people associated with the fair. The bricks are 

then inscribed with a permanent memorial tribute. 


All proceeds from the sale of the memorials will go 

into the newly created Not For Profit DCAS, Inc. 

Scholarship & Youth Empowerment Fund. Currently over 

$20,000 is annually earmarked for Scholarships, 4-H 

programs and other programs to benefit the Dutchess County 

young people. 


Among other things, this new Fund allows the Society 

to expand the possibilities for future youth programs by 

allowing the public to contribute via a tax deductible 

donation. 

Each year the Society looks for ways to expand on 

their contributions to the community and most directly to 

the youth of the community. The fund will protect premium 

monies awarded to 4-H children as they may need further 

subsidizing by the Ag Society with the proposed New York 

State budget cuts. 

This new fund is also earmarked for an outreach 

program to allow disadvantaged and less fortunate children 

an opportunity to come to the annual Fair through the Ideal 

Country Holiday program and other events at the 

fairgrounds.

Fair Manager Bob Grems, has dedicated his tenure to 

continually investigating new avenues to making the 

fairgrounds more interactive for both young people and 

their families. 

The Dutchess County Fair starts its six-day run on 

August 25. For more fair information and discounted tickets 

please visit www.dutchessfair.com  

For a complete list of donations both for the area 

youth and the community in general please visit the website

and click on the link to COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT-ACTION and 

SUPPORT. 
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