FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Vicki Imperati (845) 876-4001

         Bob Grems      (845) 876-4001  
      
 
Rhinebeck, NY….You may think of the Dutchess County Fair

 

in terms of a day trip to visit magnificent animals, eat

 

tantalizing food or enjoy thrilling rides but, there is

 

also a host of information available from your community

 

organizations and services that can enhance your

 

life on a permanent basis.
Fair Manager, Bob Grems, has extended invitations to

 

many of Dutchess County’s non-profit organizations to

 

inform and educate fairgoers about the help that is

 

available from and the help that is needed for the

 

following groups: NYS Organ & Tissue Donor Network;

 

American Red Cross; Abilities First, Ryan McElroy

 

Children’s Cancer Foundation and the DC Bone Marrow Drive.

 

Additional volunteers run the Rock and Rest Nursing

 

Mother’s Tent, and are ever-present on 4-H hill and a

 

myriad of other locations during fairweek.

               

 

John Hansen, the regional director of the NYS Organ

 

And Tissue Donor Network will be on hand in Bldg A to

 

assist people in signing up and activating their driver’s

 

licenses’ as recognized organ donors. Over 100,000

 

patients are waiting for donated organs in the United

 

States. Even without a driver’s license you can sign up for

 

this worthwhile program and receive an active donor ID

 

card.
 

The services provided by the American Red Cross exceed

 

their well known Blood Donation drives and CPR classes. The

 

local chapters of Red Cross also offer assistance to home

 

fire and disaster victims. This information and more

 

regarding emergency preparedness, volunteering programs,

 

youth services and donations is presented in the American

 

Red Cross tent at map location H-40.
 

Abilities First, formerly known as Rehab Programs, is

 

an organization providing comprehensive services for people

 

with disabilities ranging in age from infancy to senior

 

citizens. The programs include a pre-school, grade

 

school and medical rehab facilities as well as family

 

support groups, at home residential programs and the unique

 

Waryas House which serves adult men with disabilities and

 

chemical dependencies. Additionally, the Abilities First

 

Sensory Adventure is a special program developed to assist

 

children with sensory processing difficulties that can

 

impede their learning abilities. Abilities First is located

 

in Bldg A during fairweek and on Wednesday, August 26 they

 

will also entertain children with Button Making materials

 

and instruction. Abilities First is also the proud sponsor

 

of the Dutchess County Fair Handicapped Parking Lots.

 

The Dutchess County Fair is dedicated to presenting

 

the best of Dutchess County and continues to offer support

 

and encouragement to the non-profit agencies that service

 

and benefit out region.

 

Fair dates are August 24-30 for more information

 

please visit www.dutchessfair.com or call 845-876-4000.    
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