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NYS SHEEP AND WOOL FESTIVAL RETURNS TO RHINEBECK
Rhinebeck NY … One of the Northeast’s truly unique events, the NYS Sheep and Wool Family Festival, is scheduled to return to the Dutchess County Fairgrounds on Oct 17 and 18 in Rhinebeck NY.

The 37- year -old event, features hundreds of sheep, llamas and alpacas, as well as Angora and Cashmere goats, a fleece show and sale and even Border Collie Sheep dog trails. “ The show is primarily an educational and agricultural event”, said, show coordinator, Sara Healy, ”we feature workshops, livestock shows, bred ewe sales and this year, we are planning a talk by the American Livestock Breed Conservancy on Sunday afternoon”.  Additional talks and demonstrations  are held in the International “Keep The Fleece” tent. Here speakers from India, South Africa. Wales, Prince Edward Island and more present topics ranging from growing cashmere in the Himalayas’ to establishing mini fiber mills at local farming operations.

Each year the festival designates a featured ‘ breed ‘ of sheep for educational and promotional purposes.  This year’s choice is the Leicester Longwool.   An 18th century English farmer, Robert Blackwell was instrumental in developing this sturdy, efficient and adaptable breed.  Founding fathers, George Washington and Thomas Jefferson both had large flocks of sheep and brought Leicester rams from England to improve their stock.  The Leicester Longwool has since become a world traveler, with exports to Europe, North and South America, Australia and New Zealand. The 2009 NYS Sheep and Wool Festival Featured Breed artwork by painter, Joanne Livermore, shows off the shaggy haired Leicester at its’ best.

The NYS Sheep and Wool Festival is the largest show of its kind in the United States. The event showcases a strong and viable industry in Dutchess County and the entire state of New York with two days of exceptional livestock shows and over two hundred and fifty fiber artists and craftsmen presenting sheep related products. Visitors can purchase skeins of yarn, hand- crafted wool clothing, fleece coats, baby blankets, mittens, socks, angora scarves, natural dyes, spinning wheels, looms, jewelry and glassware with sheep motifs and hundreds of other unique and rare purchases.

Dozens of food vendors will present everything from lamb stew to shish kabobs to hot fudge sundaes . Cooking demonstrations by professional chefs will be held in the Harvest Kitchen of the Arts and Crafts building throughout the weekend.

Specialty foods and wine tastings are presented in the same building and add to the continuous culinary choices.

Children’s programs abound both days of the festival and ongoing activities include carnival rides, a petting zoo, Canine Frisbee demonstrations, a Pumpkin patch, the Steve Charney & Harry ventriloquist show, Mad Science demonstrations,  a hay maze, horse drawn wagon rides and so much more.

The popular “Punkin Chunkin” contest makes its return on Sunday at 12:00noon. In this event area colleges and high schools will once again compete to determine which of the catapults they have built as a class project can most accurately hurl a pumpkin at a set target. Sunday also features the return of a day-long Fiddle contest with cash prizes awarded to the winners.

NYS Sheep and Wool Festival hours are 9am to 6pm on Saturday, Oct 17 and 10am to 5pm on Sunday, October 18. Admission is $12 for adults and children under 12 are admitted free. Weekend passes are $17. Tickets can be purchased online in advance for $9.

For more information, a complete schedule of events, pre-sale tickets and directions visit www.sheepandwool.com or www.dutchessfair.com or call 845-876-4000.
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