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YEAR TWO OF Fair’s GREEN INITIATIVE COMMITMENT
Rhinebeck, NY… The Dutchess County Fairground’s Green

Initiative program enters its’ second year with more goals

met in its multi - phased program of increased

environmental stewardship. The 2009 Fair will also present

the “Green Initiative Tent” in a new and much bigger

location.

     “ All of our cleaning chemicals are now

environmentally friendly”, said Operations Manager, Andy

Imperati. “Our Green Initiative Coordinator, Laurie

Rich secured a grant providing us with 50 new recycling

containers. The new containers are clear and will make it

easier for the public to determine the correct container to

choose in recycling.” Additionally, the fairgrounds has now

reduced the number of plastic garbage can liners by

60%. Efforts continue to find cost effective biodegradable

tableware, plates, cups, etc., for food service.

     But, the big news is the educational opportunities

available in the new 20’ x 60’ Green Initiative tent in the

oval at the Dutchess County Fair. Heralding its new

location is a 35-foot high windmill with 6 ft long turbine

blades. This household size turbine is presented by Green

in Greene, a wind energy company from Greene County, New

York. Green in Greene is also conducting a yearlong wind

speed study at the fairgrounds. This study will generate

monthly reports determining whether the fairgrounds is a

sustainable site for wind energy.   

     Hudson Valley Clean Energy will present a working

solar array demonstration and Green 3-D Home will offer an

interactive, computer program with suggestions to achieving

a greener home (and a money savings calculator too!). All

of the above named companies, along with Advanced Recovery,

an electronic recycling company, are sponsors of this

year’s tent.

      Other participants include: The Clean Technology

Trade Alliance, with information on ‘green’ collar jobs and

the Department of Environmental Conservation.

     Coordinator, Laurie Rich who heads the Dutchess County

Fairgrounds Green Initiative has committed nearly 2,000

hours of community service over the past 10 years in her

home town of Rhinebeck as a Board of Education Trustee for

the Rhinebeck School District.

     For more information, contact Laurie Rich at

Lrich@frontier.net or by phone at 845.876-6330.
2 of 2

