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PLENTY OF FREE CHILDREN’S ENTERTAINMENT AT DUTCHESS FAIR
Rhinebeck, NY…Professional puppeteer/ ventriloquist Nancy

Mitchell and her Mitchell Marionettes troupe returns to the

2009 Dutchess County Fair (August 25-30)with their

Showboat Puppet Spectacular.  Performing three times daily

from their own Mississippi River Showboat Stage the

puppet spectacular features ventriloquism, stringed

marionettes and hand puppets. Showtimes are 11am,

4:45pm and 8:30pm and all shows are free to fairgoers.

Between shows, another member of the Mitchell’s troupe, a

full-sized, animatronic talking chimp puppet named Millie

the Monkey, will ride her bicycle, striking up comic

conversations with passer-bys and organizing “Simon Says’

games with the children.

     Bldg E. has full range of children’s entertainment

along with a backdrop of some award winning children’s arts

and crafts. Mad Science is presented 3 times daily. Long a

favorite with both big and little fairgoers, Mad Science

makes scientific fact fun, safe and memorable. “Oscar” The

Robot interacts with youngsters Tues.-Fri. and Gary The

Silent Clown greets his fans every day of fair week.

Jason Reilly of Green Meadows Farm brings frogs, bugs and

assorted animals to his daily shows

and Rhinebeck’s own Studio “D” has dance performances at

11:30am on both Tuesday and Thursday. New this year and

available for viewing each day is a Model Train Display.

     Walkarounds include Hilby the Skinny German Juggler,

Randy Burns-“Mechanical Man’, and Commerford’s Six-Pony

Hitch parades the fairgrounds daily.

     For a chance to see and hear up and coming performers

head to the oval’s Entertainment Tent for the 45th

annual Talent Search Tuesday through Saturday’s finals and

the Hudson Valley Idol competition Tuesday through Friday

finals. Free shows are presented daily, all day and into

the evening in the Entertainment tent with both local and

national acts performing polka, country, rock, tribute

bands, Vocal Trash, Gospel and international favorites. For

a full schedule of performers and times please visit

the fair’s website (www.dutchessfair.com).

     The Oval also offers more free shows with Rosaires

Racing Pigs, the Jungle Island Dive Show, Commerford’s

Petting Zoo and Elephant Encounter, The Dock Diving Dogs

and The Dazzle Dogs.

The Dutchess County Fair website www.dutchessfair.com   

offers advance tickets to the fair at tremendous savings to

fairgoers. Advance general admission to the fair is $9

($12 at the gate) for adults. Children under 12 are

admitted free each day. Ride tickets can be purchased for

$20 for 12 rides (a 50% savings) and advance food coupons

can be purchased for $8 for 10 coupons (a 20% savings).

For more information on the fair and its entertainment

please visit the website or call 845-876-4000
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