NEWS RELEASE

(Prepared September 17, 2009)

Dutchess County Fair Final Attendance
Rhinebeck, NY—Final attendance figures are now in for the 164th Dutchess County Fair.  Despite rain on Friday night and Saturday afternoon, the fair enjoyed another very successful year.  Opening day, Tuesday, August 25thwas a record with a paid attendance of 34,943.  The overall estimated attendance on Tuesday was 79,495.  Sunday, August 30th, saw a paid attendance of 39,156 and an overall estimated attendance of 89,080.  While this was not a record, it was one of the largest attendances in the fair’s history.

The total paid attendance overall was 158,678, down from last year’s record by 17,476.  The estimated overall attendance was 360,992, down from last year’s 400,560.  The total paid attendance for the week was up 36,882 over the previous five year average.

Jason Aldean topped grandstand entertainers with a sellout of 3599 seats on Wednesday, August 26th.  Other headliners included Air Supply with 1062 track seats sold and a free grandstand, Josh Turner with 2,222 seats sold, Gary Allan who performed in the rain with 1,290 seats sold and a free grandstand and Jeff Corwin with 821 seats sold and a free grandstand.  Julianne Hough performed to a full house on Saturday night, August 29th with all seats free.  Championship Bull Riding drew three near capacity crowds on Sunday, August 30th.

Commenting on this year’s fair, GM Bob Grems said, “We know we are not going to get perfect weather every year but, with better weather, this would have been another record year for us.  I fully agree with those who say that the fair business is recession proof.  The weather was much more of a negative factor than the economy ever thought of being.  By any measure, this was another great fair.”

The 2010 Dutchess County Fair dates are August 24th through the 29th.
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