FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact:
Vicki Imperati (845) 876-4000 
Bob Grems      (845) 876-4000
DUTCHESS FAIRGROUNDS HOSTS HUDSON VALLEY MAPLE FESTIVAL   

Rhinebeck, NY… A pancake breakfast with real maple syrup kicks off each day of the Hudson Valley Maple Festival, March 20 & 21 and March 27 & 28 at the Dutchess County Fairgrounds in Rhinebeck NY. Festival hours are 10am to 4pm(breakfast starts at 9am for the early birds).
 
Maple syrup making, known as “sugaring” takes place all over the Northeastern US and Canada in March, just as winter is receding. New York State is second only to  Vermont in U.S. maple syrup production.
 
Both weekends of the Maple Festival offer an
opportunity to learn about the science of spring maple sugaring, and how sunny days and chilly nights are important to a good “sap” run. Over 100 DC Fairgrounds Maple trees have been tapped and hung with traditional buckets for sap collection. The syrup served at breakfast and for sale during the event was tapped, boiled and bottled right on the fairgrounds.
 
Visitors can watch a tapping demonstration by Dennis Remsberger of Remsberger Maple Farm, Pleasant Valley and follow the collection process to the Sugar Shack, where the sap is made into syrup. The fairgrounds’ Sugar Shack contains a 240 gallon holding tank which can produce up to 6 gallons of syrup.
 
 
Additionally the Festival offers, Maple syrup for sale, Maple cotton candy, children’s activities and crafts. Enjoy a horse drawn wagon ride with voluntary donations going to the DCAS Scholarship Fund.
 
There is no admission fee to the Hudson Valley Maple Festival. Breakfast consisting of pancakes, vegetarian sausage/sausage/ham, coffee, tea and juice is $7 and available all day (from 9am to 4pm) in the storage shed, near the Sugar shack on the east corner of the fairgrounds.
 
For more information call (845) 876-4000. 
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