FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact:
Vicki Imperati (845) 876-4000 
Bob Grems      (845) 876-4000
SCHOLARSHIP AND MORE NEWS FROM DUTCHESS AG SOCIETY 

hinebeck, NY…  The Dutchess County Agricultural Society is accepting scholarship applications from Dutchess County High School students seeking a degree in agriculture, horticulture, human ecology or a related career.
 
The Society awards one $8,000 scholarship per year. Scholarship payments are made in four (4) consecutive years, in the amount of $2,000 per year.
 
Eligibility requires a student to demonstrate a commitment to volunteer service in the community; be a graduating high school senior in good academic standing and be enrolled fulltime in an accredited two or four year college or university.
 
Applications may be obtained from High School Guidance Offices or by contacting the Dutchess County Fairgrounds at PO Box 389, Rhinebeck NY 12572 or calling (845)876-4000. All applications must be submitted by May 10, 2010.
 
In an ongoing effort to further benefit our youth,through activities and future scholarships, the Ag Society has applied for and been granted a 501c3 not-for profit status, and has created the DCAS Scholarship and Youth Empowerment Fund, Inc. 
 
Among other things, this Fund will allow the Society to expand the possibilities for future youth programs by allowing the public to contribute via a tax deductible donation. Accountability for this fund is directly to the Federal government.
 
Each year the Society looks for ways to expand on their contributions to the community and most directly to the youth of the community. The fund will protect premium monies awarded to 4-H children as they may need further subsidizing by the Ag Society with the proposed New York State budget cuts.
 
This new fund is also earmarked for an outreach program to allow disadvantaged and less fortunate children an opportunity to come to the annual Fair and other events at the fairgrounds. Last year, over 1,000 children and their chaperones benefited from this program and enjoyed a fee day at the fair. 
 
The Little League fields, Soccer field and temporary Rugby field are all maintained for sports programs. The Society continues to donate to the Pine Plains Future Farmers of America and has financially helped a host of Dutchess County Youth Service agencies at the previous two Youth Festivals.
 
For a complete list of donations both for the area youth and the community in general please visit dutchessfair.com and click on the link to COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT-ACTION and SUPPORT.
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