FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Vicki Imperati (845) 876-4000

  Bob Grems      (845) 876-4000  

NYS SHEEP AND WOOL FAMILY FESTIVAL RETURNS TO RHINEBECK
Rhinebeck NY … One of the Northeast’s truly unique events, the NYS Sheep and Wool Festival, is scheduled to return to the Dutchess County Fairgrounds on Oct 16 and 17 in Rhinebeck NY.

The 38-year-old event, features hundreds of sheep, llamas and alpacas, as well as Angora and Cashmere goats, a fleece show and sale and even Border Collie Sheep dog trails.  The show, while primarily an educational and agricultural event has evolved into a fun-filled family fair. Workshops, livestock shows, bred ewe sales, dog trials; spinning demonstrations are coordinated with children’s activities, cooking demonstrations and more.

Each year the festival designates a featured ‘ breed ‘ of sheep for educational and promotional purposes.  This year’s choice is the American Oxford. Artwork depicting the breed was done by Diana Cook and is for sale both online and during the show. The Oxford is a large breed, long bodied and raised for market as well as wool production.

The NYS Sheep and Wool Festival remains the largest show of its kind in the United States. The event showcases a strong and viable industry in Dutchess County and the entire state of New York with two days of exceptional livestock shows and over two hundred and fifty fiber artists and craftsmen presenting sheep related products. Visitors can purchase skeins of yarn, hand- crafted wool clothing, fleece coats, baby blankets, mittens, socks, angora scarves, natural dyes, spinning wheels, looms, jewelry and glassware with sheep motifs and hundreds of other unique and rare purchases.

Dozens of food vendors will present everything from lamb stew to shish kabobs to hot fudge sundaes. Cooking demonstrations by professional chefs will be held in the Harvest Kitchen of the Arts and Crafts building throughout the weekend. Specialty foods and wine tastings are presented in the same building and add to the continuous culinary choices.

Children’s programs abound both days of the festival and going activities include carnival rides, a petting zoo, a children’s carnival area, bouncing tent, Canine Frisbee demonstrations, a Pumpkin patch, the Steve Charney ventriloquist show, Mad Science demonstrations, ventriloquist Steve Charney & his side kick Harry,  Marionette shows and horse drawn wagon rides. The popular “Punkin Chuckin” contest makes its return on Sunday at 12:00noon. In this event area colleges and high schools will once again compete to determine which of the catapults they have built as a class project can most accurately hurl a pumpkin at a set target.

NYS Sheep and Wool Festival hours are 9am to 5pm on Saturday, Oct 16 and 10am to 5pm on Sunday, October 17.

Admission is $12 for adults and children under 12 are admitted free. Weekend passes can be purchased at the gate for $17. Tickets can be purchased online in advance for $9. 

For more information, a complete schedule of events, pre-sale tickets and directions visit www.sheepandwool.com orwww.dutchessfair.com or call 845-876-4000.

-0-

orse show on Tuesday ( 8/24_
2 of 3

