FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Prepared December 10, 2010
DUTCHESS COUNTY AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY ANNOUNCES NEW OFFICERS for 2011; DECISION ON EXPANDING DUTCHESS COUNTY FAIR TO NINE DAYS, MIDWEST FAIRS ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP

Rhinebeck, NY—The Dutchess County Agricultural Society met on December 8th to select officers for 2011. The following positions were filled:  Mr. Richard Weckesser, Rhinebeck, NY, President; Mr. Fred Battenfeld, Red Hook, NY, 1st Vice President; Mr. Lewis Ruge, Rhinebeck, NY, 2nd Vice President.  Mr. Thomas Budd, Red Hook, NY, Treasurer.  Mr. Robert Grems, Rhinebeck, NY, the fairgrounds General Manager serves as Society Secretary.  Outgoing President, Dr. Douglas Hart, Pine Plains, NY will remain on the Board of Directors and serve on the Executive Committee.

After an eighteen month study, the decision has been made not to expand the county fair to nine days.  For the foreseeable future, the Dutchess County Fair will continue to operate for the traditional six days.  The 2011 dates are August 23 through 28.  Commenting on this decision, GM Grems said, “While we weighed the potential  advantages to increasing the number of fair days, logistically, the expansion would have been difficult for our farmers, our vendors, and our carnival operator.  We simply could not add three additional days to the fair schedule without having all of these key players on board.”

At the recent convention of the International Association of Fairs and Expositions held earlier this month in Las Vegas, NV, the Dutchess County Fair was invited to join the Mid West Fairs Association.  This is a group of 50 of the largest and most prestigious state and county fairs in North America.  The criteria for acceptance include the assessment that the fair is a “creditable organization with a creditable General Manager or CEO at the helm.”  The organization is intended to bring managers together for substantive discussion on issues facing the fair industry across the country.  Representatives of the Dutchess County Fair will attend their first conference in March at the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo.
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