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      YEAR THREE OF FAIR’S GREEN INITIATIVE COMMITMENT

Rhinebeck, NY…The Dutchess County Fairground’s Green Initiative program, now in its third year, continues

to meet the goals set by the Dutchess County Agricultural Society in 2008 and aspires to the new 2010 goals in its multi-phased program of increased environmental stewardship. The “Green Initiative Tent” is back for this

years’ Fair in the oval with exciting new exhibits and vendors.


“We have already achieved one of our key goals for this year”, said Laurie Rich, Coordinator of the Fairgrounds Green Initiative. “We are making the Dutchess County Fair a ‘Zero Landfill” event”. That means that none of the 97 tons of solid waste generated during the Fair will end up in a landfill. Instead, it will go to the waste-to-energy plant in Poughkeepsie to be turned into electricity that goes back to the grid to power homes and businesses. In addition the fair will also recycle 1/2 ton of cardboard and 1/2 ton of glass, plastic and tin. Fairgoers are encouraged to keep an eye out for the 50 “Cleartainers”- the recycling bins the fairgrounds put in place in 2009 as the result of a grant, to help everyone properly recycle their beverage containers.


This year, the Green Initiative Tent (a/k/a The Green Tent) is even bigger, with more interactive exhibits, presentations and cutting-edge technologies to see and learn about. The Green Tent, located between the Dog Tent and the Talent Tent) will have a solar car built by the students of Dutchess County BOCES, a miniature organic garden provided by Hudson Valley Backyard Farm Company and a solar array display courtesy of Green Initiative sponsor, Hudson Valley Clean Energy as its outside calling card.

And, in partnership with DC BOCES, just adjacent to the tent will be a model green home, again built by BOCES students that boasts radiant heat flooring, solar-powered lighting, green insulation and more.


That’s just the outside attractions: Inside the Green Tent, alongside, Hudson Valley Clean Energy’s working solar array and geothermal heating/cooling demonstrations, visitors will see displays from fellow sponsor, the Northeast Region Soybean Board about all the things soy-based products-an environmentally preferable substitute to fossil-fuel-based products-can do for your home, farm or business. Green Energy Barrier Co. will demonstrate how its light- weight foil insulation can lower heat loss in the winter and keep your home cooler in the summer by up to 40%. Step inside their insulated display, feel the difference in temperature and cool off for a few minutes!


Also new: A Local, Organic and Natural Farm area, where visitors can learn about the importance of local farms and food to their personal health and well-being and the Hudson Valley economy. CSA farms, short for Community Supported Agriculture, will be on hand to talk about what they do, and what you get when you buy a share in the season’s crops. New farms will be highlighted each day, not only from Dutchess County, but from neighboring counties as well.

Other participants include: Home Energy Consultants Inc., with information about how to save energy in your home or business, the NY State Department of Environmental Conservation, Hudson Valley Rain Barrels, Hudson Valley Backyard Farm Company and more.

Finally, check the daily schedule of events and listen for announcements of Green Tent and DC BOCES presentations on topics that range from Green Jobs in the Hudson Valley to Chickens 101, Solar Energy and You, and many others.

Coordinator, Laurie Rich, who heads the Dutchess County Fairgrounds Green Initiative has committed nearly 3,000 hours of community service over the past 13 years in her home town of Rhinebeck as a Board of Education Trustee for the Rhinebeck School District and sits as Board President of the Cornell Cooperative Extension Dutchess County.

For more information contact the Dutchess County Fair at (845) 876-400 or visit www.dutchessfair.com or contact Laurie Rich at (845) 876-6330.
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