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    EXHIBITORS VIE FOR RIBBONS AT DUTCHESS FAIR

Rhinebeck, NY… Each year over 4,000 entries are submitted to the hugely popular Arts, Crafts, Antiques, Culinary and Horticulture shows at the Dutchess County Fair. 


The Fair’s Horticulture Show in the premier flower and garden show in the Hudson Valley. This year professional landscapers, florists, public garden and historical sites, educational exhibits and individual gardeners provide inspiring garden scapes using the 2010 theme of “ Gardens With An International Flair”. 

Aside from providing inspiration for home gardeners, the Fair will also feature educational workshops for fairgoers. On Wednesday (8/25) and Thursday (8/26) Barbara Jones from the Flower Barn, Pok. will teach ‘Floral Design’ from 1-3pm and 6-8pm. Friday (8/27), John Brady of Brady Landscaping presents ‘Basics of Stonewall Construction’ from 1 to 1:30pm ,Kevin Cotter of Glencar teaches ‘Rain Water Harvesting’ from 1:30 to 2pm and ‘Pond Maintenance” from 2:30 -3pm. Also on Friday, Joe DeLorenzo of DeLorenzo Pond & Landscaping teaches ‘Proper Koi Pond Construction’ from 6-6:30pm and Tony Capalbo of ADC Design leads a workshop in ‘Design Ideas For Your Yard and Garden’ from 6:30 -7pm. All workshops are offered free of charge and are located in the Horticulture Building (at the base of Livestock Hill).

Visitors to Bldg “E” will be greeted by a variety of scrumptious breads, cakes, croissants, buns, muffins, cookies and the return of the official ‘Pillsbury Refrigerated Pie Crusts Pie Baking Contest’. This years’ first place entry goes on to the Pillsbury Nationals and has a chance to win a $5,000 Grand Prize. On Wednesday (8/25) judging takes place for the ’Dutchess County’s Best Stew Recipe’ and Thursday ( 8/26) features a new “Malt-O-Meal” recipe contest. Judging for all culinary contests is based on appearance and texture of the food, as well as, its taste.

There are also categories for jams, jellies, relishes and pickles. Youngsters (under 12) can compete for ribbons in the best candy and decorated cookie classes.

Home Brewing and Wine making remain popular competitions. As usual, the beer bottles must be labeled and properly capped and the contest is an amateur’s only event. Lagers and ales of all hues, porters, stouts, pilsners and the old-fashioned root beer and ginger beers are represented. Wine categories include: Cabernet Sauvignon, Pinot Noir, Chardonnay, Delaware, Concord, Niagara and Dutchess.

Under Arts and Crafts, photography remains the most popular category, but entries from ceramics, holiday ornaments, jewelry making, candle making and macramé to fine arts competitions in still life, drawing, sculpting, pastels and watercolors are all represented.

 Needlework and stitchery includes infant clothing, cardigans, ponchos, mittens, and gloves. There are separate sections devoted to holiday needlecrafts articles such as tree skirts, Christmas stockings and ornaments. The popular Rug Hookers are celebrating their 50th Anniversary and will be on hand each day to welcome visitors,

This year’s theme for Building E is “ Dutchess County Fair With An International Flair”. It is great fun for fairgoers to see how this theme is represented in the myriad of exhibits on display. There are also hands-on contests for children in each department in this bldg.

The Dutchess County Fair starts its six-day run on August 24. For information and directions please contact the fairgrounds at www.dutchessfair.com or call 845-876-4000.                   -0-


Exhibitors vie for ribbons at dutchess fair
