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County Fairs Going Green with Soybeans

WATKINS GLEN, NY – Two county fairs in New York State will be flying the color green this summer, representing their commitment to using soy-based products throughout the events.

The Schoharie County Sunshine Fair, July 29 through Aug. 6 in Cobleskill, and the Dutchess County Fair, Aug. 23-28 in Rhinebeck, each is being supported this year by the Green Ribbon Fairs project of the United Soybean and the New York Soybean Boards.

The Green Ribbon program encourages fairs, through reimbursement funding, to include soy-based products, such as biodiesel, paint and dust suppressants, in their daily operations and to promote the use of these green products through signage and media outreach.

The Schoharie County fair will receive $6,000, and the Dutchess County event was awarded $7,000.

The Green Ribbon Fairs program also selected fairs in Iowa, Tennessee, Kansas, Illinois, Maryland, Missouri and Ohio.

Soy-based products can range from paints used to spruce up buildings to biodiesel used for the generators of the carnival rides.

 “It is very appropriate that these county fairs are enhanced with support from the state’s soybean growers through the New York Soybean Board and the United Soybean Board,” says Steve Van Voorhis, president of the New York Corn and Soybean Growers Association, which administers the state soybean checkoff program.

The Dutchess County Fair has been using soy-based products since 2008.

“We want to be environmentally friendly,” says Dutchess County Fair Manager Robert Grems. “I always say, it does not make sense to showcase agriculture and not be a good friend of the environment. We are proud of our green initiative that is now part of our mission and master plan for the Dutchess County Fairgrounds.”

Grems says fair organizers knew soybeans were grown in the western part of New York, but were especially pleased to learn recently that some Dutchess County fields are now planted with soybeans.

“Our mission as an agricultural society is to promote agriculture. We do this with distinction at the Dutchess County Fair. We are aware the face of agriculture is changing. For instance, we don’t have the number of dairy farms in the county that we used to. We are grateful for the opportunity to promote new agricultural products,” Grems says.
From the insulation foam used in the construction of the new office for the Dutchess County fair security crew to waterless urinals at the Schoharie County event, the list of soy-based products goes well-beyond the diesel fuel for carnival rides.

Doug Cater, president of the Cobleskill Agricultural Society that organizes the Schoharie fair, says the urinals are among soy-based products being used for the first time this year. If the urinals and their water-saving qualities are successful, more probably will be installed next year, he says.

For more information about the Soybean Checkoff Program visit the website of the New York Corn and Soybean Growers Association at www.nycornsoy.org.
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