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FREE NON-STOP ENTERTAINMENT FOR CHILDREN

Rhinebeck, NY… There is no better formula for summer fun than children and a trip to the Dutchess County Fair! First stop-Livestock Hill and a face-to-face meeting with all the wonderful animals, then you can easily spend the day (or two) entertaining the kids with fun, exciting, educational and free shows on every corner of the fairgrounds.

Building E offers lots of hands-on demonstrations and projects in wool spinning, weaving and dyeing, vegetable carving, fine arts, crafts and even (new exhibit) genealogy.  All activities from August 23-28 are posted daily. The ever-popular Mad Science shows and Oscar The Robot’s shenanigans are just some of the continual shows in this location.

 Kids are not the only ones welcome to participate in the bustling Building E. Chef extraordinaire, Jack Ford has put together a line-up of cooking demonstrations bound to both inspire and teach new techniques. Just some of the local restaurants participating are: Lola/Crave, Pok; Red Devon, Bangall and The Bull and Buddha in Pok. In addition, this year’s Thursday night contest (8/25) is for the “Best Macaroni & Cheese”

The kids can continue their adventure with “Jason’s

Frogs, Bugs & Animals” presented 3x a day in a show that is both fun and informative. Learn where Stickers, the tree frog, lives, find out what a whole myriad of bugs and animals eat and see just how adorable a hedgehog can be! Check the fairgrounds map for showtimes.

Bixby’s Rainforest Rescue brings a new and exciting twist to conservation, preservation and going green. 

Using magic, puppetry, musical numbers, comedy and audience participation Bixby teaches youngsters (and their families) how to save the rainforest and protect the environment they live in.


Rocky Broccoli, Bonita Banana, The Corn Sisters and The Fruit Basket Singers are all introduced by Hap the Happy Farm Boy in the Melody Farm Follies. More music and fun can be seen at the Mitchell Marionette shows. The stage is their own Mississippi River Showboat and both stringed marionettes and hand puppets perform 4x daily.


Just walking around the fairgrounds can provide tons of fun with Hilby, the self-proclaimed, Skinny German Juggle boy, Gary the Silent Clown, Edward Aragoni, Magician and Balloon artist, Brad the Mechanical Man and Commerford’s popular six-pony hitch on parade each day.



Head to the Oval and find more free shows with Rosaires Racing Pigs, Commerford Petting Zoo, Dog Agility, Frisbee Dogs, Elephants…’An Educational Encounter’and The Salute to Agriculture and Dairy Birthing Tent.


For more information visit the Dutchess County Fair website, www.dutchessfair.com. Advance tickets can be purchased for adults, Children under 12 are admitted free each day. Discount advance tickets are also available for rides at a 50% savings. For more information call 845-876-4000.
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