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GARDEN SHOW PICK OF THE FAIR
Rhinebeck, NY… The theme of this year’s Horticulture Show at the Dutchess County Fair, “In Harmony with Nature”, reflects the public’s increasing awareness of the role that plants and foliage play in the ecological health of our communities. 

During the fair’s six-day run, the Horticulture Building houses the largest flower show in the Hudson Valley. On the lower floor of the building, Professional Landscapers, Florists, Public Gardens & Historic Sites, Educational Displays and the beautiful Christmas Tree Competitions are all presented in amazing and creative displays. Judging is done in the beginning of the week and the ribbons are proudly displayed for visitors to see.

On the upper floor, adults and juniors present their thematic displays as well as individual fine examples of marigolds, zinnias, mums, gladiolus, dahlias and, of course, roses. Roses are judged according to substance, stem and foliage, balance and proportion and size of each bloom. Adult Design classes must include the “In Harmony With Nature” theme.

Although many categories of display are unknown until opening day, all must not only relate directly to the show’s theme but observe restrictions regarding plant materials protected by conservation laws. Junior Design classes include the sub-themes “Tea For Three”, “Wandering Pathways”, “Driftwood Magic”, “Sweet Reward”, “ Natural Reflections” and “Farmers Market”.

The junior classes are held Tuesday and Thursday with categories for 5-8 years old, 9-12 year olds and 13-16 year olds.

The Horticulture Show this year promises to be an informative, inspiring and beautiful respite for fairgoers. Exhibitors will be on hand for explanations and advice as will Master Gardeners from the Dutchess County Cooperative Extension.

The Dutchess County Fair is held August 23 through the August 28. For more information on the Horticulture Show and a full schedule of events for the fair please go to www.dutchessfair.com or call 845-876-4000.
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