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WILDLIFE AREA OFFERS HAS A LOT TO OFFER
Rhinebeck NY…. During a walk through the Dutchess County Fair, you’ll notice a beautiful corner of the fairgrounds protected by a canopy of leafy trees and evergreens. This is the Wildlife Exhibit and it is hosted by the Northern Dutchess Rod and Club. Inside its’ shaded oasis, you can view some of the areas’ varied and treasured wildlife.

And, inside the Wildlife Area you can also enter the Federation of Dutchess County’s Fish and Game Clubs building and see a pictorial essay of all that this fine organization offers to the community.

"We are not just about hooks and bullets” said, Legislative Vice President and Gannet wildlife columnist, Bill Connors. “ We have two primary goals”, continued Connors, “ The first is to get our young people connected to the outdoors and the second is to educate the adults about our programs".

Each year, the Federation donates money to send 12 youngsters to a week-long summer camp run by the DEC in Sullivan County. The children are given an opportunity to experience the outdoors and learn about conservation in a fun and rewarding environment.

In May, the Federation hosts a week-end event at Morgan Lake in Poughkeepsie where up to 1200 children have come to learn how to fish. The children are admitted free and fishing rods are even provided for kids who don’t own one. Then in the fall, Federation Members organize a pheasant hunt and teach a couple of dozen youngsters how to safely and enjoyably participate in this sport.

The Federations’ exhibit in the Wildlife Area tells even more of the story about just who is a part of this organization and exactly what they do as members. This year alone, Federation members participated in “Hunters Helping the Hungry” and donated over 8,000 pounds of venison to Dutchess County Food Banks. In the 10 years that the Federation has been participating in this program, they have conservatively estimated that well over 100,000 pounds of food were donated to the hungry by their membership.

Be sure to visit the Wildlife Area from 10am to 10pm daily during the 2011 Dutchess County Fair and meet the representatives of the Federation of Dutchess County Fish and Game Clubs. Fair dates are August 23-28.
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