FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Vicki Imperati (845) 876-4001

  Bob Grems      (845) 876-4001  

ENTRIES TELL THE FAIR STORY

Rhinebeck, NY… More than a century ago, the county Fair meant three things to most folks: livestock shows, homemade pies, cookies and breads and fine handcrafted items, usually completed during the long, cold winter. Despite today’s top-name entertainers and state of the art midway, the Dutchess County Fair still means those three things to many fairgoers.

Over 4,000 entries are expected in the 2009 Arts, Crafts, Antiques, Culinary and Horticulture shows. A visitor to Bld “E” (the Arts and Crafts building) will be greeted by a variety of scrumptious breads, cakes, croissants, buns, muffins, cookies and new this year, an official Pillsbury Pie contest.

There are categories for jams and jellies, relishes and 

pickles. Among youngsters (under 12) judges will award 

ribbons to the best candies and decorated cookies. Judging 

is based on the appearance and texture of the food, as 

well as its taste.

The crowd-pleasing Home Brewing and Wine making 

competitions will be held again this year. As usual, beer 

bottles must be labeled and properly capped and the contest 

is an amateur’s only affair. Lagers and ales of all hues; porters, stouts, pilsners and the old-fashioned root beer and ginger beers will be represented. Wine categories include Cabernet Sauvignon, Pinot Noir and Chardonnay as well as Delaware, Concord, Niagara and Dutchess. 

Arts and Crafts consists of a wide range of work, from ceramics, holiday ornaments, jewelry making, candle making and macramé to fine arts competitions in still life drawing, sculpting, pastels, photography and watercolors.


Needlework and stitchery continues to be very popular. Handknitted articles include infant clothing, cardigans, ponchos, mittens and gloves. Separate sections are devoted to holiday needlecraft articles such as tree skirts, Christmas stockings and ornaments.  


On the other side of the fairgrounds, the Dutchess County Fair Horticulture show continues to be one of the best in the state. In commemoration of Henry Hudson’s voyage, the theme for this year’s show is “ The Hudson River-400 Years of History”. Professional landscapers, florists, public garden and historic sites, educational exhibits and individuals all provide inspiring  garden capes for the six-day fair.


The Dutchess County Fair starts its six-day run on August 25-30. For information and directions please contact the fairgrounds at www.dutchessfair.com or call  845-876-

4000.
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