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‘ThinkDIFFERENTLY Thursday’ 
Returns to Dutchess County Fair  

Poughkeepsie, NY… Dutchess County ExecuRve Marc Molinaro and Dutchess County Fairgrounds 

President Andy ImperaR invite individuals of all abiliRes and their families to the sixth annual 

“ThinkDIFFERENTLY Thursday" at the Dutchess County Fair on Thursday, Aug. 25th.  Individuals with 

developmental disabiliRes and their families are able to enjoy the Dutchess County Fair ahead of the 

crowds with a special early gate opening at 9 a.m. and sensory sensiRve hours on the carnival midway 

from 9:30 a.m. to noon. Tickets can be purchased at the gate or online at dutchessfair.com. Discounted 

pre-sale Rckets can be purchased online through August 22nd.  

The Dutchess County Fair was among the first county fairs throughout the United States to offer a 

sensory friendly day to fairgoers. Several county fairs throughout the state and country have since 

adopted the sensory-sensiRve model, including last month’s Saratoga County Fair. 

County ExecuRve Molinaro said, “The Dutchess County Fair is an annual tradiRon adored by many, and 

we are so happy we can again make it accessible to all.  Since its incepRon in 2016, ’ThinkDIFFERENTLY 

Thursday has become popular and successful, and this year will be no different.  

http://www.dutchessfair.com


We appreciate the Dutchess County Agricultural Society, the enRre Fair team, and Dutchess County 4-H 

for promoRng the message to ThinkDIFFERENTLY and make treasured events, such as the Fair, 

accessible to all. I look forward to seeing you on ‘ThinkDIFFERENTLY Thursday.”  

The Dutchess County Fair is an honored annual tradiRon, featuring live entertainment, carnival rides, 

agricultural exhibits, horRcultural displays, and much more.  For some individuals and families with 

special needs, however, the lights, sounds and crowds can make it difficult, parRcularly for those with 

sensory processing issues, to enjoy all the Dutchess County Fair has to offer. The flashing lights and loud 

music, in addiRon to waiRng lines for rides, can create issues. “ThinkDIFFERENTLY Thursday” gives 

people of all abiliRes the opportunity to take part in fair acRviRes without stress and anxiety.  

The Fair is offering individuals of all abiliRes and their families early entry to the fairgrounds on Aug. 25th 

starRng at 9 a.m., an hour before the official 10 a.m. start Rme. The early opening is a chance to enjoy 

the fairgrounds, including the animal barns on Livestock Hill and the Dutchess County 4-H Exhibit Hall, 

ahead of the crowds.  Though not every ahracRon and exhibit will be open at 9 a.m., the soi opening 

provides families a chance to ease into their day at the fair, ahead of the arrival of the crowds.   

Another advantage of “ThinkDIFFERENTLY Thursday,” Powers  Great American Midway area will open at 

9:30 a.m. and will be “sensory sensiRve” unRl noon. The flashing lights, music and other sounds and 

noises will be turned off throughout the morning for those impacted by sensory processing issues, 

giving them the opportunity to enjoy the rides without the drawbacks that lights and sounds can 

cause. The early midway opening also means fewer people and lihle to no waiRng Rme for the carnival 

rides, making it easier for individuals who need extra Rme or have difficulty with the distracRons of 

crowds. 

Dutchess County ThinkDIFFERENTLY staff and ambassadors, along with Dutchess County Parks and 

the Cornell CooperaRve Extension, Dutchess County's 4-H program “Flourishing Farmers” for children of 

all abiliRes will be staRoned at the Fair all week long to provide informaRon and resources for families 

and individuals, answering any quesRons at the ThinkDIFFERENTLY/4-H tent, located next to the 

Dutchess County Dairy Commihee milkshake booth, near the Gate 2 entrance. ThinkDIFFERENTLY will 

also host a “Quiet Space,” located directly behind the ThinkDIFFERENTLY tent. This area will provide a 

calm place for those families and individuals with intellectual and developmental disabiliRes who need a 

break from the acRvity of the Fair.   



Mr. ImperaR said, “We are happy to host ‘ThinkDIFFERENTLY Thursday’ at the Dutchess County Fair 

again this year. We pride ourselves on having the fair be accessible and fun for all. We’ve received lots 

of posiRve feedback about ThinkDIFFERENTLY Thursday, and we hope many can ahend and make this 

year even beher!”  

County ExecuRve Molinaro’s “ThinkDIFFERENTLY” iniRaRve, launched in 2015, is a call to acRon to help 

make Dutchess County a community that is supporRve and inclusive for individuals of all abiliRes.   100 

villages, towns, ciRes and counRes across New York State have made the commitment to 

“ThinkDIFFERENTLY” in their own communiRes. 

ThinkDIFFERENTLY ambassadors will also be joined by representaRves of the Youth Opportunity Union 

(YOU), who will be sharing informaRon and requesRng input on the project. The YOU will be a state-of-

the-art youth center for children and families from throughout Dutchess County. It will be built on the 

site of the former YMCA in the City of Poughkeepsie and serve as home to the County’s Path to Promise 

cradle-to-career iniRaRve. 

The Dutchess County Fair runs Tuesday, Aug. 23rd through Sunday, Aug. 29th, opening at 10 a.m. each 

day.   Children 11 and under are free. On Thursday, Aug. 25th, families coming to enjoy 

“ThinkDIFFERENTLY” Thursday must enter the Fair at the main Rcket gate, at the Welcome Center, 

conveniently located near accessible parking.  For more informaRon and a full schedule of the Dutchess 

County Fair’s events, see dutchessfair.com/the-fair.  

https://www.dutchessfair.com/the-fair/

